Since 1907 a new work for the medical profession has been gradually coming into being. The We have already pointed out that it is the younger children who must be seen to. It might be possible to have among the junior standards classes in ablutions and mouth-washing. We admit that many a child would pay no attention to them, and that the lessons learnt would be forgotten as soon as they passed into a higher standard. In a few however, the lessons learnt may come back to them when adult life is attained, and they have children of their own to attend to. This brings us to the fact that it is the parents who must be taught rather than the children, and they must be taught young before they become parents. The ways of a large class of the population cannot be changed by an Act of Pailiament, and it will take a generation before any very appreciable result can be seen.
We may sum up once more by saying that though the institution of dental clinics is urgently needed, it is only by the education of the children to take care of their own teeth, and of their children's when they become parents that any lasting benefit can be obtained in the health of the nation.
